
Dear students, parents, teachers and all members of the Waterford Kamhlaba family 
  
COVID-19: Update 08 (18 March 2020) 
 
As promised the latest from the school: 
 
1. I met with the Principal Secretary of Education (most senior civil servant) yesterday to report 

on our decision to close early for the April holidays. Subsequently the statement by the Prime 
Minister, which included the closure of schools in the country, was released. You can find that 
on our website on the COVID-19 page. We will continue to apply and be led by the advice and 
requirements of the authorities. 

 
2. We have now managed to get most of our students home. Mr. Wekesa and others have done 

a sterling job in assisting students and families to find flights and get through transport hubs 
as the world increasingly restricts travel. Thank you to all parents for helping us make this 
work, despite the extra costs to many as air tickets escalated in price in many situations. 

 

3. To all our boarding parents, I would like to thank you for your swift action in doing all you had 
to, to get your children home. Please would you take a moment to write an email to the 
hostel head, listed below, to let them know that your child/children have arrived home safely.  

Emhlabeni Hostel (IB’s)                 Lindiwe Dlamini         Lindiwe.Dlamini@waterford.sz 

Elangeni Hostel (IB’s)                    Polycarp Wekesa         Polycarp.Wekesa@waterford.sz 

Esiveni Hostel (Form 4 and 5)      Angeline Chinyanga   Angeline.Chinyanga@waterford.sz 

Ekukhuleni Hostel (Form 1,2 and 3)  Alban Gambe       Alban.Gambe@waterford.sz 

 
4. I have wandered around the residences and dining hall regularly since Monday, and while 

there has been some anxiety amongst students there is also a lot of excitement – normal, I 
suppose, for adolescents. 

 
5. Thankfully a number of teachers who wanted to return to their extended families back home 

have managed to get onto flights and get closer to their loved ones. The majority of staff are 
still resident at their homes here on campus or locally. 

 
6. We will be left with about twenty students on campus during the holidays, which is not more 

than usual. 
 
7. With the much smaller numbers we will be able to more effectively manage hygiene and 

social distancing and isolation if necessary. 
 
8. We are meeting to plan all the holiday work of the support departments to ensure that we 

can continue the business within the constraints of the hygiene requirements recommended. 
We have done some hygiene training for all our support staff and will continue as required. 

 
9. We remain committed to our first principle of keeping safe, which still applies even without all 

of the students present. 



 
10. I still appeal to any students and/or parents whose children may still be on campus to let us 

know as a matter of urgency if they are immune compromised in any way. The wording from 
my Update 06: “We are aware that fortunately the COVID-19 infection causes a mild illness in 
most young people. However if anyone has any co-morbidities, specifically cardiovascular, 
respiratory (for example asthma) and depressed immunity (for example, diabetes, HIV, 
chronic renal disease), it can be more severe.” Please contact nurse@waterford.sz. 

 
11. Our second principle of keeping the teaching and learning happening is still a priority. The 

staff are still on duty until the end of the week, so that we can prepare and plan in case we 
open on 20 April with on-line learning, rather than physically. It is prudent for all of us 
(students, teachers, parents) to be aware that I think it a strong possibility that our 20 April re-
opening will be on-line only. We would all be naïve not to prepare for this eventuality, so 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE. 

 
12. I will do an update dedicated to the topic of on-line learning so that students and parents are 

aware of what they need to do to prepare during the holidays for the possibility of on-line 
learning come 20 April. 

 
13. At our staff meeting earlier today, we also gave some thought to keeping the spirit of the 

school alive if we end up being an on-line community. Tutors will think of ways of keeping 
their tutor groups together. I hope the SRC and other clubs and activities will also be able to 
keep something of school life alive. 

 
14. All the UWC heads, the UWC head office and a representative of the Committee for National 

Committees are meeting at the moment on Zoom daily. Briefly: all the schools are closed / 
closing, many like us, early for a holiday and all have moved / are moving to on-line learning. 
The priority at the moment is to make arrangements for the IB May examinations. 

 
15. Please remember some of my previous messages: 

15.1. Our first priority is to keep all safe. 
15.2. Our second priority is to maintain high standards of teaching and learning. 
15.3. We will continually liaise with the IBO and Cambridge concerning the IBDP and IGCSE 

respectively. 
15.4. Term 2 will start on 20 April 2020. 

 
On a lighter note: Mr Pontuti was pleasantly surprised at the number of students who made a rush 
to the library on Monday after we announced the early holiday closure to borrow books for the 
holidays. He reports that there is a strong reading culture at the school, especially amongst those in 
the lower forms. Students, please keep reading… 
 
Please remember that situations change by the minute as this crisis plays itself out. With us now 
being on holiday I think we will all have a chance to catch our breath and to plan more carefully, but 
of course change is inevitable. Please will you prioritise reading and keeping in touch with our 
communications. Our parents and NCs are very important partners in making sure we keep the 
school going productively come the start of Term 2. 
 
Kind regards, 
Stephen Lowry 
Principal 


